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19i81 TRAINING FOR A PROFESSION 531

lectual sanctity but don't try, lacking any of these, to make your life unhappy

in engineering.

Electrical engineering differentiates itself from the other branches be-

cause of two simple facts: First, that it deals with things that cannot be

seen and which are without the range of common experience; second, that

most of the principles of electricity and magnetism can be reduced to sim-

ple and rigorous mathematical form. These respective facts involve a high

degree of imagination and close reasoning power as requirements for suc-

cess. I do not mean that these same requirements are absent from the

other branches of engineering but that electrical engineering lays a peculiar

emphasis on them.

If a man has the high qualifications for this work, he can go far—lack-

ing them, his growth is inherently limited. It is a safe principle that the

higher the requirements of any art, the bigger will be the opportunities and

the rewards. *

Given the call of the spirit, the will to work and the peculiar fitness, what

arc the outlets in electrical work? Unlimited in extent and most various in

character.

There is work in telephony and telegraphy, in radio telegraphy and radio

telephony, in electric illumination, in connection with machinery such as

motors, generators and transformers, in power production and in transmis-

sion. In any of these lines a man may find employment for the best that is

in him whether it be in research or in practical design, in the technique or
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Professor Parker has well pointed out that a childish love for mechani-

cal toys and their operation does not necessarily mean that the child has a

natural aptitude for engineering. So also it may be said that a boyish in-

clination to be disputatious and argumentative does not by any means in-

dicate that there is good material for a lawyer. Nor does oratorical ability

indicate a fitness for the practice of law. There was a time when an ability

to move to tears was considered a very large asset, but times have changed,

and many of the most able and successful lawyers have but little speaking

ability.

Just as it is often said that baseball players are born, so we frequently

hear that some men have a legal instinct. This instinct is probably nothing

more than a naturally active, orderly mind. Such a mind properly trained

generally and specially with the resulting general education, coupled with a

willingness to work hard and constantly, will go a long way in making one

a successful lawyer. Anyone who expects to observe union hours had bet-

ter take up some other life work. In addition to the qualities just men-

tioned, a man to be a successful lawyer must have that indefinable quality—

personality. He must be able to understand men and their ways and to

deal with them.

Every period of reconstruction in the past has been filled with work and

opportunities for far-seeing lawyers. How far the present great struggle

will have undermined and upset established institutions and ideas, no one

can foretell. If there ever was a need for well trained members of the bar

with vision, it cannot have been greater than at the present time.
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